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wun Bawave swo Hovss of Rermsscurarives or 1em Cow,
TEoemL TS Bravea — .
At the date of your last sdjournment the preparations
the suemy for furtber hostilities bad sswumed po me,
a0 aspect 48 Lo eXCiLe in come wiods apprebension
oor ability to meet thom with sufelent prempiness to
old serious reverses, These preparations were com-
shortly after your departure from the seatof go-
t,and the armies of the United Siates mado
d on our fr on ine Westorn
and on tho Atlantic comst in masses so great as Lo
their bope of overbearing all resistance by mere
hi of nambers. This bope, however, liko thoge pre-
¥ entertained by our foes, vanished.

Provinional Congress of the 15th of Augued, 1881, by
which all Lhe principies sasounced by the (sogroms of Faris
‘ware adopled as the guide of our dering the war,
with tho sole exceplion of that o privatesriog.
An the right 10 muko use of privaleers was one in which
neutral iationn had, an o the present war, oo inlereli, aa
it was & right which tbe United Bialen had refused to
bandon and which bey remaned sb liberty o smploy

Under the inflacnes of this error, which all appeals to
reason sod historical fact were vainly used to dispels
our commisioners were met by the declaration thab

posseming an wperiority of saval
forces, iL was reserved, with entire ooofidence
‘nat 1 conld nwel fall W0 per.

foreign governmenta cvuld nol to judge bat

we wone conseipas of p of o relaticn
which Euvopa was inereduloon, and 0ur remoTalrnses
were ihercfers pesatiarty lable (o he misunderntovd.
Prondly self reliant, 1he eunfederacy, Nuowing full wel)
ho charsetar of the contess Inlo which It was forced, with
full trget in Wo superior qualition of ity populath
the guperior valor of (s neldiers, the superior akill
of ilo geourals, and, above All, o Abe gusiics
of W cause, fel¥ Do use Lo appeal for thn malntenanse of
jba rights 80 other earibly ks, and It began onid bas con-
tinned thle swrmggle with tha calm comfitenco over in
spired In thess who, \h connclounness of -ighi, can in.
voke the Divioe Blees g on Whoir cause.  Thio coufidence
Bas beom 80 asmured Lhist we bave nevor yiellod Lo de
apondency under dofeat nor do wo (el unduo elaliou st
the p { brighter preapoct of a ul e o our

and 10 malwtaining & strict neatrality during ita prograse.
Some of the other Powors of Furope pursued the same
course of policy,and it became apparent that by some
understandiog, express or tacit, Burope had decided Lo
loave the ipitintive in all actiom touching the contost on
this continent to the two Powers just named, who wers
recoguized to bave the largest intereats involved both by
reason of proximity and of the extent and intlmacy of
iheir commaercial relations with the States engagnl ln

war,
It s manifest that the course of action adopled by Eu-
rope, while baned on an app refuanl to J ine the
jon, or to mide with elther party, was in point of

In Virginia, thetr fourth st &t i lon by b
assured swocess was confidently predicied has mel
Bociaive repulse. Our noble defenders, under ihe
leadership of their General, have agnin, oy
ckaburg, inflicted en the forces under General
ronide the lice disastrons overthrow as bad been pro-
y suffered by the saccessive jnvading armies com-
by Generals McDowell, McClellan and Pope.
m Abe West, obstinate battles bave besn fought with
d foriunes, marked by frightful sarnage on belh
8; but the soemy's hopes of decinive resulis have
i boon baitied, while at Vicksburg asother formida-

fact an sctual decislon sgainet our righs and o favor of
the groundless pretensions of the United Btaten. It was
@ refusal to brust vs as as jndependent government. If
we were Independent States, the refusal Lo cotertain with
us the sgame futernational an was maint
with our susmy was unjustand was injurions in itseffecie,
whatever may bave been 1he motive which prompted it.
Noither waa It in accurdange with the high moral obliga-
tions of that interuational code whose chiel sanction iy
the conscience of sovereigns and the public opinion of man-
kind that shose eminant Powers should decline the per-
of & duty pecullarly in¢umbent on them from

iy

Sapedition bas been ropulsed, with § i lous
pus side and pevero damage 1o the assailing foroes.

the Aulamlic coast the enemy has beso unable 1o
& footing bayond the prolecting shelter of bis feets,
the cily of Galveston has just boen recovered by our
 which suceseded not only in the capture of the |
on, but of one of the enemy's veuselu-of-war, which
‘eatried by bourd from haut river

g ¥

ar fortified positions have everywhere beem much
mod apd improved, affording usenrance of our
ity 10 meet wilh success the ulmost efloris of our
, In apite of the magnitude of their proparations for
A review of our history of the iwo years of vur
1 existence affbrds smple canse for congratulation,
danands the moat foryant cxpression of our thankful
he Almighty Father who has hlessed our cause-
e jusitiied in asserting, wilh apride surely ned un-
0 , ihat thess Confoderste States bave added
40 the lessons taught by history for the instruction
that they bave afforded another cxample of the im-
y of subjugsting & people detormined to befree,
demonsirated that no superiority of Bumbers’
[vel resourcos cun overcoma the resistance fered
valor in s Sueh y under g
such cheerful endurapce of privation as have been
pously displayed by this peopla in the dofence of
righta and liberties. The anticipations with which
tared lnto ho conlest have now ripeped into & con.
which 4 not oaly shared with us by ihe common
of neutral nntions, but s evidently forcing itsell
tur enemien fhamselves. If we bul mark \he
of the present year by rosoluto pérseverance in
b we have hitherto puriued, by vigorous efibrt in
it of all our resources for defonce, and by
juued extilthition of Lhe saine unfalierivg courage
and able conduct in their leaders a8 have
hed the past, we have avery reason W expoci
Ihh’ will be the closing year of the war.
war, which inits inception was waged tor forcing u®
into she Unlon, hav log falled to accomplish that pur
, puEmed [ubo a secoud stagn, o whioh 1t wes sttempt:d
quer and role those States as  dependont provinces,
in this second design, our enemics have evidently
upon another, which can bave no other purposs
ralvenge, and thirst for blood and plunder of privite

t, however implacable they may be, they ean have
the =pirit uor the resour o8 roquired for a fourth
of & struggle uncbeered Ly any hope of success,
alive solely for the (pdolgence of mercesary and
od passions, and demanding so exhausting an expen”
of biood and moncy as has hitherto been Imposed
r people. Toe adveut of pesce will bo bailed
3 our desire for it bas uover been concoaled ; our
W avold the war, foreed on us as it was by the
conquent and the lesane passions of our foes, arv

/ nd, Bul,sernest as has been our wish for
, A groal aa bave heen our saoriflcon and sufferings
tho war, tha detormination of thw peophs has, with

ding month, b more Al bly fized to
any sufferings aod continue amy sacriioes, bow.
plenged, until their right 10 self-gowernment And
e and Independance of these States ahall
bees trivmphautly vindicated sod Ormly esiab

conpeciiot tho oGCRsiob sosma nod nnsilable
f 10 the rolations | the confods.
e weutral Powers of Furope sloce the separs
Htates from the former Union.  Four of 1h®
now bers of the wgy were gn ed
an indapepdent sovercigutics 1o s trealy op
coacluded in tha year 1783, with coe of the twe
ime Powere of Wentern Europe, and bad bees

any app of tha q 10 Ives,
One immediate and necensary result of their declining the
responaibility of & declsion which must bave been ad.
verse 10 the extruvagant pretetsions of the United Statey
was the prolongation of bostilities (o which our enemle8
wepe (bereby eucouraged, and which have resulted
In pething but scenen of caruage and dewagielion
L an this continent, and of misery sba sulfering on'the '
#uch as bave scarcely & parallel in histery. Had fhese
Powers promptly admitsed our right Wbe treated aa all
othier indepondent nations, nooe can donbt that the moral
effoct of guch action would haye been Lo dispel ibe delu”
pion under which the United States have persisted in their
efforts to accomplish our subjugation.

To the coniinued hesitation of the same Pewers in
rendering thin act of sfmple jurtice towards this
confederacy i still dne the continuanes of the calamilies
which maskiod suffers from the interruption of hs
penceful pursults both in the O and the Naw World,
There are other matters in which lers than justice has
been rendered to this people by uneatral Europe, and
undue sdvantage offectod on the Bggressors n 4 wicked)
war, At the inception of hostilities: the inhabitunts of
the confedernoy were almust exclusively agricul’
toraliets; those of ibhe United Siaten, o o great
extent, mechsunion and  merchants. We  had no
commercinl marine , while (beir merchant vesssla covered
the ocean. We were without & oavy, while they had
powerful fleein. The ndventage which thay possessed for
jullicting lojury on our consth and barbors was thus coun®
torbalanoed ju Bome geusure by the exposure of Lheir
commerce 1o attack by private irmed vessals.

It wie known 1o Kurope that within & very few year®
past ibe LUnited States had peremptorily refused Lo accede
to propusals for abolishing privaleefing, on the ground,
s alloged by thon, that nations ownipg powerful llects
wounld therely obialn undue advislage over those possess.
ng Imferior omval forces. Yal Do sooper was war
fagrant between the confederacy and the United States
than the maritime Powers of Furope msasd orders pros
bibitiag either party from briugiog prices uto their
porte.  This probibition, directed with apparont impar-
yimiiy against both belligerents, was in reality sfeiive
sgaiunt the Confederats States alone; for they alune sould
fGod & bostile comumarce on the ocean.  Merely nominal

against  the United =titax, the  probibition  ope-
rated  with  folenss  severity ou  the oenlederacy,
by depriving it wl  the euly mweans of

mainlainimg, with some approach o squality, its struggle
on (he veesn agnitst the crushilug seperiority of naval
foree pogsessad by its enemier.  The valye and efMclency
of the wenpon which wax thud wrested from oar grasp by
the combived setiou of neutral | uropean Powers, i faves
of & nation which professos opouly its iotention of raveg
Ing their commerca by privatesrs i apy Tulure
war, s strikingly (llustrated by the  terror
gpired among the commereiad olusises of the United
States by & wmgle orocer of the comfederscy
One gatonal steamer, ded by offcern and masned
by & orew who are debarrad by the closure of ueutral
porta fram the epportimity of cauring captured vessels to
be condempad i thelr favor as prizos, has sutfiosd to double
the raies of meriue insurange (n Nerthera ports and
conmgn o forosd macton vambers of Northern vossels, in
addithon 1o the direct fMicted by cap .
soa, (low difleult, then, to overestimato the offects that
must bave been produced by the hondreds of private
armed vesrels that would Bave swept the seas in pursuit
of L commeroe of owr apemy If the means of disposing
of their prizes bad not been withbield by \be sction’ of
neutral KEurope,

But it in especially i relatim to the mo-called blockade
of our coast that the policy of Furopesn Powers has been

1o that paricd allies In warof the osher. In the
1778 they formed & vnioo with nioo other Huales
Articies of ion. Dissstiefled with
o0, Lirse of Lhem—Virginie, Osroline and Geor.

80 shaped as Lo cause Lhe greatest injury to the confede
racy, and o confer wignal advaniages oo the United
wintes. [he importance of thin subject reqeires some
development.  Prior (o \he year 1850 (ho principles

from

with sight of the Mates now of
Siates, seceded from it lo 1780, sod Lhese
seceding Stalos (urmed & secoud Unioo, altbough
terma of the of Coufed [rons pro-
‘waa made that the first Union should be perpetual
ight W secnde, notwithatand ing this provision, was
ovuleuted By Lhe Fiales (rom which they weparsted
the suhject of disgusmion with any third Power
& luler porbnd, North Carolios acceded 1o Shat
Unlon, and when, still laser, the other seven Statos,

o Whin confederacy , became alne
Unlan, it was upen Lbe resognised fooling o
and louy ondent sovervignlien: nor had i then
i the minds of mon that wvnrelgn Mules
etmpealled by furce 1o remaiu members of & gon- 1
into which they had eatered of their own fre
#h & pubsaquent pariod the d of iheir afery
should, o Whoir judgment, jorldy withdrawsl,
of the pust had evinesd tbe Nitilicy of

(e of wuch imberent rights, and ac.
jly e provisien for perpelaily conlained io
Ucten of Confederntion of 1778 was smiltad 1o e
of 1709, Whou , therefore, it 1801, sleven of
Again Whouglit proper, for reasons satimfasiory ko
o @earde fram the svoond Unlen , und o lorm
voder an amendesl coustiution, they «zer
right which, belug inberent, rog.ood oo ustifics
[ valione, and which lolernatiounl law did
e 10 quaagion.  The oeiges of ilercayres
nationa do, bowmever, requite at ofclal come
be made 10 (ejendly Powers of all organio
In e sonetitation of Siates asd Thore wa®
propriety e giving prempt sesursboe of our de
UL IDON Auwkoalle rolations with all inankind,

b this wers 10 ba ga d

the eonilicting representations of the two parties as to | c¢ive ihat jusé reasod exisied far (he reserva:
the troe nature of their p mutosl relations, The { tion. Ner was ihis comfidesce mispliced; fur the
governments of Great PBritain and " omcial do published by the Biitiah g .
jgnitfed to confine Gl Ives to re. liy ealled Blue Books, contain the eapression of the
cogniving the self-evident fact of tho existence of 5 war | satisfuctien of that government with the condust of (he

on peutral rights commitiod by the Usied Btates with
uncensing and progressing arrogance duriag ihe whobe

_period of the war. Neutral Furope remaiioed passive
"when the United States—wih & naval force insuficient ko

blockadn effociively the connt of & single Biate—prociaim
od a paper blockade of thousands of miles of coant, ex-
wnding from Lhe Capesof Ube Chosapeake bo those of
Florida and to Key West, sod encircling the Gulf op

test, 1t is, Uborefore. b our just g of
complaint can B louger be inidinterpreted that | ay thei
cloarly bofere you. It secms (0 mo BOw projer L. give
you the information, snd, although ne immedinte ren i

may bo atiaimed, it & well that iruth  sbould
be preserved and yocorded. 14 @ well  thai
thosa who are o follow ue  sbould  understand

8o full mature and character of the tremendous canthiet
m which the blood of our prople has besu, poured oul like
waler, and in which we have rosislod, woabded, thy
shocks of boste which would have wufflcn! o overibrow
masy of e Power: which. by their hewitalwt w sccord
jag our rights as an independent mition, unply doubt of
our ability to maintaln cur matious! exivtence,  Thmay
be, 100, that if I Ialure unes unire naly dscombous nob
pow soticipated sball unfortunitely arime boiweon th

y and pomoe K Pawer , Whe recotlection of

Mexlkeo 1o the mouth of the Rio Comvoared with
thi+ monatreun pretension of the Uniled Hiates, Lhe
blockndes kpown In  history uoder the namet
of the Berlin and Milan Decrees and the Britiah Ordern io
Council, 'n the yeara 1808 aud 1807 . nink into iosignilicance
Yet those bleckades were justified by the Pewers that
declared them en the pole ground that they were retal-
iatory; yel those blockades Bave since been candemned
by ihe publicisw of thise very Fowers as viclations of
interoational law; yot those bBlockndes ovoked angry reo-

from | Powers, gt which (he
Upnikod States were the mosl censpicuous; yel ibhose
blockadea became the chief cavge of ihe war be
tweon  tiread
1812; yot ibose biockades were one of ihe principal
wotives that led 10 the dec of the Comg
Parig in 1806, in the loud hope of mposiug en eodurmg
check on tbe vory abuse of maritise power which b
wvow renewed by the [ uited Suates in 160) and 1802, under
circumstances and with feslures of aggfavated wrong
without precedent in history,

The recorda of eur Yiate Deparument contain the evi-
dence of the repeated and formal remensirances made by
b g w | Powers againet the recogaition
of this blockade. It bas been shown by evideses nob
capable of contradiction, and which has been furnighed ju
part by the ollicials of neutral nations, that the few ports
of this confederacy bafore which any naval forcen at all
buve been statiuned bave bsen invested so inefliciently
that bundreds of eutries have been cffected ioto them
#itee the declaration of Lhe blockade. that vur lLave
ibernsnlves admitted the inefMiciency of their blockade in
the muet forcible manner by repeated official complaints
of thesale to us of goods contraband of war—a sale
whiah could Dot posaibly atfect sheir interenta if their pre-
tended blockade war suflicient reaily to prevent accons ko
our const; that ibey have gone farther, and have alleged
ibeir inabliity to render their paper Blockude offeclive o8
the excums for ihe odius barbarity of destroying
the entrance (o one of our barbors by sinking ves
sals Joaded with stone in the chaonol; that our

with foreig! 1! has beem ioter
rupled not by the effeclive iuvestment of our ports
or by the seizure of shipn in the attempt Lo eutler thom,
but by the capture on the high seas of neutral vessel,
by the crisers of our b ppored (o be
boumd (o any point on our extensive coast, without m-
quiry whether a ningle biockading ves=el was (o be found
at sach point; that blockading vesscls have left the ports
at which they were siatiched for distant sxp=ditions,
have been absent for many days, and have returued
without potiee cither of the cesration or renewal of the
Wockade, 1 & word, that every prescription of mark
tine law and every right of peutral natiens (o trade with
u bolligerent under the sasction of priociples beretofore
universally respected have been systematically and per
sistently violated by the Usited Etates, Neutral Kurope
has recelvod onr remopstrance, and has submitied in al-

Britain and the United Blaten n

af !

our forl under Whg griovances which [ haye enn
merated may be evoked with happy influence in prevent
iog any serieus distarbanes cf peaceful relatiunn,

I woukd not Dbe proper W clse my remarks on the
sutyect of our fareion relationn wilhout sdverting Lo the
fuch that the correspondence between he Cabinels of
Franeo, Gireat Eritaln oud Rusels, recondly publisbed,
indicates & gratifying® advance in the apprecialion by
those governments of the lrue intorcuts of mankind, an
avclved ju the wiar en (hin continent. It & tothe
enlightesed ruler of the Fresch bation that the public
foeling of Parope iw indebled for Abe first ofMaial exhibr
Lom of ite sympathy for the sufferings esdured by thia
peopla with oo muoch berolsin, of it horror at the awful
carusge with whieh the progressof dhewar has been
marked, anid of its desire fore speedy peace. Tha clear and
direel mbimation conisined b (be language of ihe
French note, that eur abiiily (o maiutsin our
indvpepienen Bag been fully entabiinhod, wannol couteo:
woried by the anawer of eithes of the Cabinels Lo whch
it wae wddressed, 11 1 indeod difleuit Lo concelve 4 Jimg
ground for & longer delay oi thie subject, after rowling
the folluwing stat neut of lactn contained o the leiter
emausling from the Miniater of hiy Imjperial dojesly —

There hus beeo entablished from the very beglunin: o
him war, 80 equilibium of forcen belween the bellige
renis, which haa since almost conslantly piin”
wained, and nfter the spilling of so moch blood e
are to-day In this respect in o witoation  whic
hue not sensibly changed. Nothiog sutborices Lhe Al
pation thal more decisive militiry vparatmos v il spor iy
ovenr,  Avcarding to the last adyices recelyed In Edrope,
the two armien were, on e contrary, 'n & conddjon
whiich parmitied neither (o bope within A ghort delay ad-
vantages suficiently marked to turo the balance defin taly
anq 1o accelerate the conclubon of peacs,

As this goverument bag Bever proi.rsed Lhe ntention
of conquertng whe Uniigh-Stales, but hes simply asserted
ite ability b defend naell against being conquersd by thay
Pewer, we may sufely conclude that the clalms of this
confederacy o e just place in the family of pallons can.
not long be withibald after so frank =pd [ornal an sdmie
slon of ite capacity to cope,on oqual terms, with iy
aggrossive (oen, and 1o mamtain el against Whelr al-
tem s o obtaln detinive reuile by wrme,

1t in my painfal duty sgain to mform you of the renewed
sxampien of every conceivahle atrocily commiited by the
armed forces of the United States at different points
withis the confederacy, and which most stamp (odellible
infamy, not ouly vn the perpetrators, but on tbeir supe
rlirw, who, having the power to check these oulrages oo
homanity, numer s and well authenticated as they bavy
been, have not yet inaslogle pstance of which | wn
aware (pfflcted punmhiment on the wrong dears, Since my
(B conmutication W you ome Genoral MoNell wurdered
moven prinoners of war o cold biood, and e demand for
i punishmeat has rewained unsatisfied. The govern
meout of the United States, afler promislng essmios.
tion and explanation o relation to  the seharges
made agumst Geperal Benjamin F.  Huller, has, by

most oubroken silence to all the wrongs that the Uvited
Stater have chossn to iuflict on it commeron.

The Cabiget of Great Britam, however, Las not confined
itwall to euch implied aogulescence in thesa bresches of
jnternational law ax results from simple maction, but bud,
in & publistind despatoh of the Becretary of =tate for
Forelgn Aftairs, d to make ach o the prinel,
ple enunciated by the Congress of Paris, 1o which the
faith of the Hritwh g onl whs o dered to be
pledgad—a change tou important and oo prejudicial to
tha of the y W ba overlooked, and
agninst which 1 bave direcled molomn protest o b
made, afler & vain aftempt o oblain  satisfactory
esplanations from the Britsh government, [o a pob
lished despatch from her Majesty's Foreign Office to her
Min/ster at Washington, uuder date of February 11, 1862,
woaurs the following passage —

Mer Majesty’'s government, however, are of opinio
that, assuming (bt Whe blockade wan duly bot . anid
also that & number of snips are stationed and remain st
the entrapes of & port sufliciest really 10 prevent scoess
10 L, or fn cremle an coiden’ of en'ering il or leari g
W, and that these ships do net voluntarily per-
mit  Iogress or  ogress, the fact ihat  varl

itm b t wilence after repeated efforts on my pat Lo
wblain sume apswer of the sobject, not only sdnitted bt
guilt, but sanctioned (4 by scquiescencs | aud | bave ac.
cordingly branded thiv eriminal as an cutlaw, and direcied
Ll exocution n expiation of his crimen 1f be sbould lall
o the hands of suy of our forces.

Kecently | have recelved apporestly suibentic intelll
gouoe of another geversl, by the name of Milrny, who
b meued urders o Wostern Viegiola for e payment of
woney to him Ly the lohabitanta, acedwpanied by the
mont savage throats of phoollng every recusant, Tomm il
burmng hiw boosa, And  threateniog shnilar  strogities
Agalust auy of oor oitienn who shall (il w0 beirny their
country by giving b prompt notice of the aproach of
And L et bam wiso beea nobmisted

any ol i Toroed

Ui blog apmeeior b ikary aut borivien of the Usited Ptates
with hut fam s Ut they will oy ino uny d saoprobs’
Lo of tho Aot Homanity stiaddesn at e appalilog atro
cliima whiteh are berlig dlally maltipliod auder the pand,

slomd  Loupracy pessmsiin op
power 6 Ake L n Bid whic are (asl making 10
OUge AT Lams & raproscl ateeng elvilired
men.  Not even the uataral Indignation ivapired by his

duct sbonld mabo us, however. «0 anjust a8 o at

(LI
i Be

thom of tyosn Wb

tLrword of

ous ships may have y P M
it (s in the particular inatance bere referred o) will
pot of teelf prevent the blockade from being an effec
Lual one by internatinsl law.

The words which | bave italicised are an addition made
by the British governmest of ite own suthority 0 &
priveiple, the ezact terma of which were setiled wib
deil by the common consent of civilised
natpflls, and by Implied couvention with thia

Abe writioge of cmivest publiciets, the decisions of

ity eouris, ual Lrenthes, ad the usuges
of pations. The nocerialuty asd doubs which prevailed
j reforenca 0 ihe troe rales of maritime law o time of
war, restlting from the diecordant, and eften contliciing,
principles anpoanced (rom such varied and jndepeodent
wources, had Mecowme & grievousevil omenkind, Whether
# blockade waskallowahle Ag4inet & pork not & by

g0y . y explained, and their effect
s clearly to  reopen, to ihe prajudics of the
coufederacy, one of the very disputed questiona om th®

tribute to the whole moass of the peaple who sre subjacted
to the despotiom (Bat Bow  rpeigns wiih unbridied Iy
P LRl the city of Washinglon & willing soquisscence (i
ita conduct of the war. Thers must peorssarily el
Among GUr shemies Very many, perhings & waoritys
whose humanity recorls from all participstion s aoch
strogitien, bul who casnot be beld wholly guiiles whil,
thalr eonl withuut o effort ab

reproas .
The publie jwurpaln of the North have been received:

Jaw of blockads which the Congress of Paris professed 1o
setile. The importance of Lbis change is readily illustray
ed by taking ome of our porta ae so ezsmple. There is
evident danger in entering the port of Wilmingion irom
the presence of & blocksding force and by thin test the

fand as well o Ly sea, whether & blocksde was
welid by sea if e invariing ool was mersly suficlent
¥ remder (Lgress 80 the Blockadod port evidently danger-
ous, or whether ' was furilier required for s legality
that 1§ should bo  wulcient roally (o present soces , and
iumerous othier aim Bar questons bad rotsalned doabifel
and updecikied, An waled by the bighly boturabls de-
#iro o put an ond 1w Gifferencos of opinive holwesn Seu.
traly and belligerants  Yhich may eccarivn serious dIMewd.
tion and aven cotfliota— € quote the officil Taugusge—ibe
five groat Powagw of Bur wpe, togetlier with dardinia and
Turkey, ndopted, n 1560, e (ollowing solemm Aeclaration

of priuciples —

»

nBoulral fs ) cOVals onemy s goode, with

the Wi of contrahnod of was. 4

".u' lhbﬁ:s" ‘:‘M lon of ceptra-
Band of war, are not ayptnre eowny s fag.

Frthly—@iockadne, 6 orded 10 bo .....s...._{...'&
AL W A saY, e auMoed DY a force sl lend
Peully W0 oy ohit acness 1o Lbe colNt of Lhe anomy

Netonly Al bt wolemn declWalion annouscs o sh
world the priseljies 1o which the s’yning Powers agreed
o ponform o futere wars, bot it captaloed & clavse (o
wloeh those Powers gave immediate’ effect, aod which
prov ded sl Lhe Boaite nol parties 1o The Congress of
Puris sbould be invited 0 ncosde W Lhe declars

s vl remains abolished

ors Alie provielon . gogertmont ook erly
g 0 Burope cordisimsnarn cbargod
oF yetag dhe  eapitale  of the

for
uld

npder ihe influemes of slia o considerations that

Lo Under  ‘lir  imvitation  every Indepeodeny
& e I Cwreps Fielded Mn sebend.  AF lomst po
imlance 8 KBown b0 ome of & refuse!, and the 'aites
Arater. whale Socitutug o spsent 10 the pappesitien wh o

i e " Aeonm ia not really prevented'
by tbe blocksding feet Lo Lhe same port . for sterames are
coutinslly arriving and departiog, »o that, tried by ibis
tesl, the blockade in inefective and fuvalid. The justice
of our complalut oo this point in a0 manifest a8 0 leays
1istle roota for doubi that fartber reflection will laduee
the Britlsh government Lo give us soell samirances as
will efiase the painfel impressions that would result
from s language il left unezpisinel.

From the feregoiug remarks yoo will perceive that,
during saarly two yewrs of siraggle, m which every

"L jon, dated oo the frs dey of the
present month, signed by the President of the United
Hiates, i which be orders and declares all slaves withio
ton of the Staten of e confederscy Lo be free, axcepy
woch aa are (ound wibin ceriain districls now eccupied
Iu part by the armed (oross of the enemy. Weo may well
Jeave it to the imetects of el comimon humauity which
& Deveflcent | reator has Lpisoted in the breasts of our
feilow men of all eountrion 10 pass Judgment on & measure
by which several miliioos of buman beigs of an inerier

P ful and uted laborers i their sphere—are
Aocmed (o axtermination, while st the same Lime (hay
are encouraged 10 8 geneTSl AEBEEALWG of Lheir masinTe
by the lneid L 1 ‘o abwiam from
viclnce uploss b hecossary seif-defence ' ‘Uur own
detoptation o \wre who bave slistupied (Be most

dad

enorgy of our country haa beos evoked for misl g I
wory existence, Ltho neulral nations of Korope have pur
sued & palicy which, nominaily impartial, bas been pre.
Uoally most favoralle 1o onr enemies and most dotri-
meniad o an

The exercies of the neutral right of reluwing eatry into
Ubeir perts 1o prisss Lalen by both belligerents was om)
oently bartful te the confedoracy. 1L was siaraly seseriod
aud mainisined, The eterciss of the meuiral right
of  oommores wilh & belligerent  whess port
are  pot Blocksded Ly feels  suffclent  reslly
ty preaveni acoess 0 them would bave been
emiaently burtful to the United Biates. It was oo
plamanily shaodeved.  The duly of neuiral Sistes 1o re.
coivm with cordality aed recognime wilh rospect sy oew
ton et ind fent Slatem my think proger
W furta was (0 clear 1o sdmit of denisi  but e peay
potermant wan obvionnly Benatisial 6 (e United Saus
ard Aoirim. stal 10 the com/edoraey 11 wae peoipaned.

measare iu the hmtory of guity
mais W tempered By  profound  contempt for
the Impolent  rage which W discloses. Mo lar

an ragards the sctior of 1his gevernment on ssel crimi.
nale s way sttempt 118 exscution, | esuline mysell 1o
inrormoing you that | shall—unless in your wisdems you
destn Wotne  Olher course more sy podlentdeliver w WL I
several Hiabe Autborites il eommineioned offoers of Lhe
Ppited Sintes thet may hersafier be captured by our |
for-ep in any of wmwh‘hnm,i
“_,lu,.,-.,u‘mtmlhh sacofdancs with e law,
o thoss Siates providicg (of Uhe ponishment of orimineis
cogaged In exeliing servile lssurrection, The sulisied
woldiers | sball eontinue 1 et A8 GwiLiing mAruente
i U copnmianion of thees crimmes, and sLall direel ihey
Lincharge apd retarn o their bownes ou (e proper med
eval parele .’

10 11n poi el mepect Ll messuTe pramesses real Fig

sibennee, and B i s MW WEL D lpvike weor abben.

nearly all the publio » re of him who now  adi resses
you. 1 do bul quote from one of Whoso speeches whon |
dociara that | have no | L divectly or indirectly, to
jnpertore with sho institution of slavery (o the Statow \
where L existe. | believe | bave no lawful right
W do po, ond 1 have po inclinetion 0 do s |
These who nominated and aleoted me did =o with fnll
koowledye that | had made this and many similar
deciarstions, aud had never rocanled shem. And mors
than thin, they placed in the platform for my accoptanee,
and an o law to themralves and (o me, W cleas sod
emphatie resolation which | now read: —
Remdved, That ihe malolenancs loviolwa of the rights of
the Binten, amd enpeatunliy the ight of csol Biate 10 ordar
wnd control it ww e domestle Makitutlons geronding b e
own juidgment exelusively, i1 esscublal to that bilenos of

raw n wiieh the porfoct) enduranes of our polili
enl i Copinad, mnd we deiansios thn lnwless nvisdon by
P e uf the soll of any Suie ar Torrilory, no mstier

under whal pretest, an smcing the grevesl o vlies.

Nur was thin deoluration of the want of power or dis-
position to interfors with our social eyiton sonfined to a
ptate of peace, Both befors aud after the antual cowm
mwoncement of hostililies the Presdest of the United
Etated  repesied o forioa] offlcial commuanicition 1o
the Cabhiets of Groal Brotaio and Fraoce that he
wal uilerly withou!  constitutional  power (0 do
the wet which bo s just committed, apd that in Bo poa
wiblo event, whatber the sscescion of theso Staten re
sulted in the establishment of @ separate confederacy op
in the restoralkm of tho Union, was bere any aothor ity

by wirtue of which be eonld either reatore a
disaffectad  Siate v the Vulon by  Tores  of
arme  or make apy chauge n oary  of s

institnbione, 1 refer especlally for verificadon of this
assertion o the despats hes addrensed by the Beerotary of
Siate of the United States, under direction of the Presl
dent, 4o the Mincters of the Ubited Siates at London snd
Poriw, under date of 1000 and 22d o Apri!, 1841,

The peopla of this confederacy, then, rennot (Al to re-

culve this proclamation ss the fullest windieation of there
own sagne Ly (n forereeing tha nses W which the dominant
party in wbe United States poended from the hegioning

toapply thele pewar por chn they cease o temember with
devous thankMiness that L% W0 thelr own vigilanco In
reslaLing the Dret stealihy progrers of approachiog des-
potism that they owe Lhoir @ vage from Congoquences now
apparent 1o the ot skoptical

This proclamation will bave another salutary effect, i
enloipg the Tears of those who buave conptantly eyisoed
the apprebenslon that this war might end by some recon
ptrugtion of the old Unlon or some ronowal of close pa.
Litkoad relntione with the | nitad Statos.  These (vars have
uever beet shared by ta, nor bave | aver been able to
pereetve on what baris they could rest.  But the procls.

mathou affords (he follest guarantes of the imposaibiliny
of woch & result. Tt biar established & siate’ of things
which cau lesd to but ome of three postible e
quemees—ibe  exbormivation of  \ba  slayes, e
exile of the whole white population of the ron
federacy , or absolute and total separation of these “tates
from the United Stater. This proclamation is also an
authentle staternent by the government of the Unjted
2yaton of Tte inabality to subjngate the South by force of
arme, and &5 guch must be aecoptod by neutesl patiouss
which cn Do homger iud any justioation i withholding
aur josl clalme 1o formal recognltion, 1t 18 wlso lo effeog
an lutimation Lo the people of the North thal they must
prepars to submil (o a soparstion, now become inevitable;
for that psople are oo scute ot to undorstand that u
restitution of the Unlon Las been rendered foréver im.

ible by the adoy of & which, from its
wery patare, peither admitn of relraction nor can co.ex it
with univn.

Among the subjects (o which your sttention will be
abecially devoted during the prosent sewssion, yon will, no
doubt, deem the adoption of some comprolonsive
pystomn of  Gnacce  aa belog  of Parmmanng
importance, Tha increasing yublic debt, the great wog-
mentailon in the volome of the carrency, with ite neces
sary copcomitant of extravagaut prices for all article of
consumption, the want of revense from o taxstion ade
quate to support the public credit, all unite in admotish.
ing us that energetlc and wise legislation alone can pre-
vent serious embarrakament i our wonetary affairs, It
in my conviction that the people of the eonfederncy will
freely meel (axation on & scale adeqiata (o the mabnbe.
napce of the public credit and the supportof their govern:
ment. When each family Is sonding forth Ibs mos
precioun ohes 10 moest expowure (1 camp and death o hat
Ve, what ground can there be o doubt the disposition 1o

davote a tithe of s lnoomie, aod more T mwore
ba peccesary, o provide he government  wilh
mweans for lwsmring Whe eomfort of im  defemders y

If sur enemies submit 10 an o3 lgo on every comimodity
they produce, and to the daly presence of the tax
gniherer, with no bigher motive than the hops of suecess
in their wicked desigus against us, the suggestion of na
unwillingness on the purt of thie people 0 pabu
the tazstion necessary for the sucoess of thelr defence
inan imputation on their patriotem that few will be dis
posed 1o make and that none can justify

The legixlation of your last sesslon, iotended o haston
the funding of cuistauding Troasury setes, hiw froved
benefolal, an abown by the relurns aotored Lo the re
pori of the HSecretary of tho Trearury : but it was ooither
softiclently prompt  nor  farreachiog 10 meet e
full extent of the avil  The paseuge of wrme obsctment,
carrying st furthor the policy of that law by fizing o
lmilation not leter than e 1st of July next Lo the
delay allowed for Tuvding the voles meued peior b thy
Iat of December, 1863, will, in the opinien of the soore
tary, have the ofinot to withidraw from ciroulation nearly
the entire summ twwoml preyious 1o the last camed date,
I b thie be adaed n revense from adeqoats (axation, shd
pproprisiion of boods guarsutesd proportinsstaly by the
seven per ceuls, ns haa slready been gemecously progosed
by some of them 0 enactments spontasecusly sdopted,
there s Litble doubt that we shall wm our Soasows
pestored 1o & sound apd  salisfactory ocondithm, our
wirculation relieved of the redvndancy oow preductivs of
v many wischiels, and our credit placed of such & basis
an 1o relieve us from foriber saxiely relative 10 our fe.
ronrees for Lhe proseculion of the war,
4 s true thist st i1e close our debt will be large bat 1t
will be due o our oen people, and peither the otereat
wor tbe capital will be exporied to distanl countties, m
poverialing curs for their henefit.
(m the retorn of pesce the unlold weslth which wil|
spring trom our soll will render the burthen of tamsto o
far lesm oneroun (han 8 Rew wopgesed, oapercally I W
‘ll. wto  osnsideralion st  we shall ihen be
e (rom  the large Gad  slesdy drain of oer
substance 1o which we were wubjected in by,
e Upiom  Whirough the instrumsnialily of  wec
tonal lagiblalion and prosetive larife | recommend
b pour e est alleslon the w hols repert f the Seorelary
of the Trassury ou this (mportant subject, and trowt tha)
yoar iegialation on it @il e delaged no longer than ey
be required o snsbis yoar wisdets b deyine Ue proper
messures (or inpcring e sccomplstument of 1he objer s
o g
The oparations of the War [wplrimest have baen in (he
main patisfaciory. e Ube report of the Hecretary  here
w il gubmitted, will be [ound & summary of many mems
ralile soccessas. They aro wilh jostior mecr lbed in erge
rpemaare 16 LLe PeorginiAaliom sl reslorcemest of our
armes ander the cperstieon of Ue enectments Tor oen
seription.  The witdom and aMoncy of (hese scts have
bowr, approved by reenite, and the lke spar of ssity,

L

enduranics aod wil asvelim of (e peopla  which b
Bitharts  eoiained  thelr stk st b reled
o o smurs their enloreement esder e
lug secosills f our mlastem. The recommen
datimn o the HSerelary o this sifect are Lomparsd iy
wuggentions for their amealioralion, sad the sabject de-
parvee (b omalderalion of Congreas

For the perfectbn of our millary orgadizsi o oo op
progeists meane thagld be resctel mud on 4B subpet
1he opinivnn of e Becretary mord early sttemtion, Jt e
gratifying s peroeive Uest under alfibe efMoris and serr)
Som of war, Ibe power sud meam of Lhe cualedermy o
A racnaned ) PrUSe ulioh Are Baroasing, [eperdetes oo
forsign wesplles = t0 be  depiored, End shesld e

rovicion of  the  Exompiion® biw  of  last session=
Eetious eomplalote hive reachod me of the (nequality
of itw operation  Crom eminent and patriote cltisons
whose oplologs mwrit preat cousidoration, and 1 trosg
Wikt b mimng w il be dévised for Iaaring i homa &
wafficiont looal  police, without makiog dlwrummlnl'.
always to e deprecate !, botwosn different classes of our
Citiairne

Gor relatons with tae Indjans cenerally comtinue to be
friepoive A portion of the @ hernkeo peopls heve sosmmed
an nctiteda hostile to the Contederate govermment, bot 16

I8 gratuying 1o be able to dtate (hat the mass of intelll=
geues and worth (o that nition bave remalned true sod
Jopnl to thele treaty eneagements. With this esenp-
tion  thern have  teen no  important  (ostsnees  of
disiatiefuction among any of the friendly natooy snd
tribes. Divsatisfaction_recantly munifested (el amomg

cortmit portions oi et but thin resolbed from a misaps
prohousion of the jplentions of \be goversment in theie
Bihisif.  This has been removed , and wo further diMeanlty
8 anticipated.

Tha roport of the Secrotary of the Navy, berewith
teansmitted, exhibits e progress made in this braseh of
the putlic vervice vince your adjpurnment as well an W
prescnt condition.  The details embraced in it arm of sy
n uabire &a 1o render 11, 10 my opinbon, moonpat ible witls
the public iutorests that they shoukl he published wills
P mesoage. 1 tbaraforns confine myself to lavitiog your
attention Lo the inlormation therein contalned.

Tho teprt of the Postinaster General shows that duriog
the (et poctal yoar under oar goverameut, terminsting
an e B0th of June last, our revenues were i cxcesn o
these reenived by the former geveroment in s lust postal
yoar, while the expennes were greatly decreased  Thera
i L, oW ever, & conk Wlerabie deficit in tha revenoes of
the departesont, an cvmpared with ite espenses, and,
althonugh the grants wlready mode (rom the groersl treas
wnry will sutties 1o cover all Labilities (o the cles of U
tecal year euding om the 30tk of June neat, | recommend

worse  legislation, i any can  be  conetitubwmally
devimed, for  alding  the revenues of that depaiy
ment  during  the  enkuing  fiscal  year, 0 order
tn ayold oo great s reduction  of  pesial
furilithes,  Your sttentlon in also nvited o numarens

oiler lmprovements in the servioe reoommended in the
report, i fur whieh legielation in required,

I recmunend to the Congrons (o deviee & proper mode
uf veliel W those of nr citizens whose property has beem
dartroyed by order of the povarnmoeot in pursoatcs of &
pediiy ndopted a4 & maans of pational defence. 1t s troe
that (il indomunity cannot pow be made; bul some mes-
vure of relief i due o those patriotie cibizens who have
borns peivate loss for the pubho good, whose property i@
olfect but becn takien for  public use, though not direcily
appropriated,  Our governmest, -bora of he spirit of
fivadom and of the cquality and independence of the
Spaten, conild not have survived & solfsh or jealous dispos
witbon, naking each only carcial of e ewn inlerest ur
raloty.

The fate of the confederscy, under the blessing of
Itivine Providence, deponds upon the harmony, esergy
abd uuity of the States, 1t sapecially develven om you
their reproscntalives, ss (ar sa praotcsble, W reform
abuses, to correch ofrors, o cultivate fraterily and w
sustain in Whe people & just conlidence (o the guveruinsns
| of thair chinlon. To that confidence and W the sniy snd
welf xaoribeing patriotiom bitberto dinplayed w due (e
wnccoss which has marked the unequal coutect, and bas
bronght our country into s coudition at the preseot Lime
woch wa the most ssuguice woald not bave veutured
predict st the oomipencement of oar stroggle. U,
armier are larger, better discipiined sod more Lhoroughly
armed and equipped than st soy provieus period op
the wor the energhes of & whole sation, devatod Lo Ll
single object of sucoess o thin war, bave sccomplished
marvels, abnd many of our trisls have by s benelioen®
Providence bosn couverted into blessioge. The mugnitude
of the perils which we sscountersd Lave deveioped Lhe
true quaditiens aud (Thustrated Lhe berose characier of our
poipie, thus gainiog for the coafederacy (fom (s birtk »
Just spprecistion frem (he other nations of Lhe sarth,
The injuried resuliing from the eterruption of foreign

commerce have received compessalion by the de.
yelopmenin  of wur ieterpal  resources. Canpom
crown our  foriresses  thal were cast (rom  Whe

proceadn of aines opened and furoaces bolt during e
war, Uor mouniain eaves yield much of We nitre for the
manulacture of powder, and prouiies serease of ook

From our own (oundries snd aborabories, (rom our own
wrmorios and workshiops, we darive, in & grosl measure,
Ll warlike material, the ordnance and ordnuce slorey
which are expanded so profusely in the numerous and

desperate  engag meols  hat  rapidly succesd  sach
other. (ollon  and  woollen febries, shoes  sud
haress, wagons and gun  carriages, are produged
In daly |oeresslog  quantities by hs factoriew
springing  Inlo  exlelenos.  Our  fields, no lot o’

whitened by colton that casnol he exparisd  are devoled
e production of ceresls and Lhe growih of slock
formerly purchivsed with the proceeds of solbkon.  Iu ke
hotnos of our Boble asd devoted womes— withoul whose
wlii s mae P e our sucosss would have beon Lmose-
Blg—the noise of ihe lom sod Wbe spluniog whes! may be
Dmard bhroughoat the lend

With bearts swelling with gralitude, ket us hem, join
noroturniog thaoks (o God, snd in besssching e con,
v ommen o Hlis predeciing care over our causs, 4a | ke
varntion of peace, with Its manifeld Blessings, o our
Leloved oouniry, JEFFERFON D AVIR
Towwonn, Jan. 12, 1863

THE FIGHTING ON THE BLACKWATER.

OfMclal Despatehes from temeral Dis and
tGiemeral Peckh.

Fosrnmm Mossom, Jan 15, 1863
Mu) Goo. (L W. Tlasomon, Gooeral in Chief, Waah aglon —
The Richmond papers sre boasting that Geoecr sl Pryor
rapiined our irooge soar New Provideses Charch on iee
il inetant  The followiog despsteh of the JOh (metast
fronn Genersl Pack, gives (he trus version of (e afiai
Jiie aita-k waa repalesd by eur Meunied Nifes suder
Magor Wheolsa, 1 s dae 1o the latler aad Lo our Lrecps
fhat the brath should be Known, ssd it you see no shijes.
e | would be glad 1o have the despatel poblished

JOMN A, TAX, Major Grnoral
Srrvorn, Jan. |0, (880,
The snemy crested the M kweter In  considarsh o
foree, and sti-mpied yewtarday o drive o our rigbt wing
M Providesos Cherch.  Infasiry, savalcy snd setillery
wete emnpluy =0 by the rehi-le ft Lhay were repaless by
Mapr Woneiati # New York Moanted Rites. A1 #0k the
craimy e evahon wes cherged upon and A ven sl Vs
b supports AL intervade through the night s0cie wu®
thrvmn from the rebed balleries
JONN ). PECK . Major General (ommncding

Vur Fortress Manres Cerrvepondence,
Vowrnnes Mowsom, Jan. 16 183
Mowemenis of the Rebmin on (he Niackwalor— [umats wf Moges
A Pryw—tieneral 'ek’s Proparaions Mot the B
Bolm The [minm Sodiors Vit 1 be Caught Naggang de
Thet bunst of Lh rufan Rager A, Pryor (of Fotier bow e
olte wiorieiy), ommsnding Uhe rebei furces o th
Pigekwater, W ke Sulik befare the mi T o e,
haa pot B0 Jo0 0em Muillied. The rebel sbougnl of
5.k st Nortedl, of Goures, i very jabilest and Ve
et abaard OIS APe N clreslation (e that
Pryer's eavaiey s abont Lo eotmd Mhrough e i
swwnp ride inroogl Prigeess Aun coumy, and make o
duaty o0 Uhe devidad cily of Neorfoll, esptare Prignds
egeral §i8l and desiroy the siopes for the srmy, oni
e lh o Uenintd And ofie oAher degredalons o whao
Vi rebeis talie it ‘o granted ) ver (utess would ‘sl va
wed et {haim reties bu I
If & demonsirstion s mads by Lhe rebels in e reus
v om Abe Basi of Major § Jobin 1 Peus, thai enenl
ol Merr would ubdoubisdly be caoglit seppieg Bui
thare meed Se B LAl om thal score  Uaoersl ek 8 e
etieiont an ofioer ot W Know whet a befas e, and
how Wity o8 enemy be bas 4o coniand with _(here B be
wee! of goprehenshin (o tha safeig of ol and ke
o of & paid Datig el oo Nerf & @ slep'y ¢ e ion
The prejeestions of Majs dommrsl [ sre mest e

wirk
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Mgt be Al v gy



